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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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1 . lEI This communication is responsive to RCE filed on 12/07/2006 , 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 and 4-20 . 

3. ^'Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)S All b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1 . S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 


3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tlie fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
December 07, 2006 has been entered. 

Applicant's cooperation in amending the claims to overcome the claim objections 
relating to informalities as well as indefinite claim language is appreciated. 

Claim 1 was amended, and claims 2-3 were cancelled 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 8-14, filed on December 07, 2006, with ' 
respect to the rejection of claims 1, 3, 6-10, and 15-18 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. The rejection of claims 1, 3, 6-10, and 15-18 has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
fails to disclose or renders obvious the claimed combination of a turbocharger and an 
exhaust manifold system having a turbine housing and the exhaust gas manifold having 
a branch pipe connecting said turbine housing to at least one piece of the exhaust gas 
manifold including: 

" Regarding claim 1: 

a portion of the branch pipe extending into at least a potion of the turbine 
housing, the connection between the turbine housing and at least the branch 
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pipe made of sheet meta, the exhaust gas manifold pieces being in thermal 
connection with the turbine housing, and the thermal connection being at least 
partially realized by a sliding connection. 


Regarding claim 19: _ 

Including the limitation of claim 1 and further including: 

the heat conductive connection is formed between first and second tubular 
elements by a conically widening portion of one of the tubular elements, followed 
by a cylindrical portion into which the tubular end of the respective other element 
being inserted, the conically widened portion having an angle (a) of at most 30** 
and whereby the inner surface of the cylindrical portion abuts onto the outer 
surface of the tubular end of said respective other element. 


Regarding claim 20: 

Including the limitation of claim 1 and further including: 

the heat conductive connection a cylindrical portion of one of the tubular 
elements into which the tubular end of the respective other tubular element being 
insertable, wherein the inner surface of the cylindrical portion abuts onto the 
outer surface of the branch pipe. " 


Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Mercier (US Patent Number 2,423,462) discloses a flexible coupling for 
exhaust gas conduits of internal combustion engines. 

- Ruetz (Pub. Number DE 103 36 978 B3) discloses an exhaust manifold 
connection tube being fixed on an inner wall and not welded on upstream flange. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai-Ba Trieu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4867. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday (6:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas E. Denion can be reached on (571) 272-4859. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 57.1- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 


Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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